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The Moon has no global magnetic field and only a tenuous exosphere, hence, its surface is directly exposed to
the solar wind plasma flow, the Earth"s magnetospheric plasma environment and solar ...

The atoms that compose the solar wind - mostly hydrogen, helium, neon, carbon and nitrogen - hit the lunar
surface and insert themselves into the mineral grains.

Two main processes were thought to create this wispy gas envelope; tiny meteoroids hitting the surface and
solar wind particles bombarding the lunar soil. But new research using Apollo ...

Learn how the moon"s craters and maria were formed by watching a video produced by NASA"s Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter (LRO) team about the evolution of the Moon, tracing it from its origin about ...

OverviewLunar  landscapeFormationGeologic ~ historyLunar  magma  oceanLunar  rockslnternal
structureExternal linksThe lunar landscape is characterized by impact craters, their gjecta, a few volcanoes,
hills, lava flows and depressions filled by lava. The most distinctive aspect of the Moon is the contrast
between its bright and dark zones. Lighter surfaces are the lunar highlands, which receive the name of terrae
(singular terra, from the Latin for earth, land), and the darker plains are called maria(si...

The moon's surface was once geologically active and covered in an ocean of magma. But today, apart from
traces of water ice, the surface is completely covered in dust and rocky debris.

In addition to peaks and valleys, the moon"s surface is covered with craters both big and small--the result of
bombardment by meteorites in the early days of the solar system.

Its surface, covered in a dusty material called regolith, is fully exposed to these particles. The process begins
when solar wind protons slam into the Moon"s regolith. These protons can...
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The protective role played by the Moon"s surface features may help shield future explorers from the harmful
effects of solar radiation, akey consideration for establishing permanent...

Thanks to the solar wind and other radiation, astronauts and robots crunching across the Moon's powdery
surface build up static electricity, too. For these explorers and their equipment, a...
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